Bank of the West Classic

Saturday, July 30, 2011
Marion Bartoli
“It’s hard to say; this has almost never happened to me. There is not much I can do about it, as it is not in my hands. Ayumi (Morita) hurt herself on the court against me and Dominika (Cibulkova) first hurt herself yesterday. So it’s bad luck for both of those girls. I’m going to practice more and play some practice sets. I have to make sure I am keeping my level up but obviously it is a shame that Dominika had to pull out today.” 

“I already had a good hit this morning before the match. I did not figure out that Dominika had retired until I first got here one hour before the match was starting. So I will have another light hit this afternoon probably, then a nice, easy, relaxing dinner.  It’s going to be an extremely tough match tomorrow, that’s for sure. Against either Serena or Sabine, it is going to be very difficult to win. So I must make sure I have my maximum energy.”
“Coming back to a place where you have had some success in the past helps. But I also knew I needed to practice hard during this time after Wimbledon, to make sure I was keeping my level. That’s definitely something I have had in mind during this time off. When I came back here one week before this tournament started, I was already feeling really good.”
Dominika Cibulkova
“Actually it was bothering me the whole week, kind of on and off. It started to feel really painful yesterday when I was playing against Marina (Erakovic). When I was serving, I was feeling a lot of pain in my stomach and abdominal. I was able to finish that match and was hoping it would be better this morning. But it did not get better, so I went for an MRI. That’s when the doctor recommended I do not play today so it does not become worse.”
“I had a similar problem about two or three months ago when I was playing in Madrid and it almost forced me to retire in the quarterfinals. So I have a problem with my abdominal. Maybe I rush to heal it before it’s time to play again. It can be a strain or could be something more. So you never know how it goes about feeling. I hope one week of rest is going to be enough and I will not need more.”
“I still have to go to San Diego and have a few things to do there. I plan to play on Wednesday but I don’t know if I could make it. So it’s still open. I really hope to be 100 percent for Toronto.”
“It was a great tournament and I was really looking forward to maybe getting my first title here. I really love coming to play here and yesterday I played such good tennis and was full of confidence. I was really looking forward to today so it is very disappointing.”
Sabine Lisicki

“I didn’t play my best in the beginning. I think I was too tight. I started playing better down 3-0 in the second set, which is a little bit late against such a champion as Serena. But that was a very good experience for me, as I have never played her before and did not know what to expect. This match will help me for the future.”
“In the first set I was tight. I wasn’t doing anything well, but obviously she is a champion and has more experience. So it’s fine. It was a learning experience for me.”
“I was just tight. I obviously wanted to play well and knew I had to do so against her. Also, when you are tight, you just cannot play your best. The important part for me is that I started to play better in the second set, and I think next time that will help me.”
“I’ve never played such a strong player like her before. I’m hitting the ball pretty hard and not use to seeing the ball come back that hard. That was something new for me. But as I said, this is a good learning process for me. She is different than anyone I have played before and she has a lot of experience.”
Serena Williams
“It isn’t just about a good start. It’s more than just being able to play one good set, you have to play two, or sometimes three. “
“I think we both put too much pressure on ourselves with being able to hit big serves tonight. Our serves- at least my serve- did not show up today.”
“I have been praying for confidence, because this is totally different than any other comeback I have ever had. Not only that, I feel like there are still shots I am not going for and not making, that I know I can make. Once I get more confident with match play, I will be able to make those and that’s encouraging to me.”
“I’m also keeping the errors down because I’m just trying not to make as many as before. Just go for the shots when it’s right.”
“I also feel like this is great progress but I’m still in the tournament here and I want to do extremely well in Toronto and then in Cincinnati, so I’m taking it one day at a time and one match at a time.”

