Bank of the West Classic

Sunday, July 31, 2011
Serena Williams

“I’m feeling pretty good and excited to have it start here. I was really happy because I put a lot of work into this week. I was just elated and relieved that the point was over and the tournament was finished.”

“I definitely want to take this whole swing seriously. Believe it or not, I don’t love grass but I do love playing on hard courts. This is a good time for me.”

“She was playing really aggressive and really well early on. I just had to bring up my level to her level because she is clearly a really good player.”

“I take every tournament really serious and it’s even more so now. Having the opportunity to be healthy and be here, I’m just so grateful and definitely excited by it.”

“Even if I’m serving badly, I just keep hitting it, thinking it’s going to come. I tend to believe and I think it comes around. Yesterday, I didn’t make a first serve until the third service game I think. I never lose hope in it. Sometimes it doesn’t show up but I just keep going for it.”

“I feel good. I definitely held up physically and have an opportunity to be more fit. Just being a little better, tighter and fit. I’m going to work towards that. I’m glad because I have a lot of matches coming up and a tight turnaround. So it was good that I was able to do well.”

“I think the surface is different. Grass looks a bit slower to me, even though it’s grass. Here at Stanford, the surface is extremely fast so I think the serve was scooting toward the court more. At Wimbledon, I had more time to react than here and of course, I was not disturbed by any injuries. But Serena played better; she really improved and beat some good opponents here.”

“It was a great crowd. Coming back and hearing them clap when I walk out there are moments that I truly miss. It’s so awesome to be back and a part of those moments … I take pride in having fans come out, watch me and be supportive. It means so much.”
Marion Bartoli
“I said even before the match today, with Serena she can already improve from one day to the other. So you can imagine from one month to the other. Especially, because she already had four good wins coming into this match, I totally knew before the match this was going to be different from Wimbledon. That was clear in my mind.”
“At the the beginning of the first set, I was playing very well. There were still some positives to take out of this match from my side. Of course, my hand started to bother me. Even though I know Serena played a lot better, I was still able to deal with my hand at the beginning, which is a good sign.”
“I’m not exactly sure of the diagnosis. But I really felt it on the return of serve. The grip of my racket caused a shock of the bone in my hand. When the doctor came on court, she said I might have bruised the bone in my hand. So I wasn’t able to grip the racket the same way, especially on my serve and forehand. That’s nothing to take away from Serena’s performance, but I still thought I was able to play well until I got disturbed by my hand.”
“My movement on the court was great. I was moving well from side to side. I was even sliding on the hard court. Before I wasn’t even able to slide on clay court and now I can slide on hard court, so that is a huge improvement. My serve was good; I was serving hard. My ground strokes were good enough to not allow her to take advantage of the rallies. But it was obviously not enough to win the match. I hope to keep my game at same level and play more matches during the summer season.”
