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Serena Williams Crowned 2011 Bank of the West Classic Singles Champion
Williams was competing in only her third tourney since claiming her 13" Grand Slam title at 2010 Wimbledon.

STANFORD, Calif. (www.BankOfTheWestClassic.com) — Putting the finishing touches on a dominating week,
Serena Williams notched a 7-5, 6-1 victory over third-seeded Marion Bartoli on Sunday afternoon to capture the singles
title at the 2011 Bank of the West Classic.

Competing in only her third tournament since winning her 13" Grand Slam title at Wimbledon last year,
Williams claimed her 38" career singles title. Sunday’s victory was even more memorable considering Williams is slowly
returning to action following a layoff due to injury.

Despite being unseeded in the draw and carrying an uncharacteristically low world ranking, Williams proved to
everyone she is still capable of returning to top form. In her five matches during the week, Williams was taken to three
sets only once and surrendered just 13 games combined in her other four straight-set victories.

Williams was honored as the Bank of the West Classic champion for the first in her career. In her two previous
appearances, she reached the quarterfinals in 2009 and advanced to the semifinals in 2008.

Bartoli was appearing in her third Bank of the West Classic final in four years, having won the tournament in
2009. Her path to the final was slightly easier, earning a first-round bye before Ayumi Morita retired in the quarterfinals
and Dominika Cibulkova withdrew in the semifinals due to an injury.

Instead, Williams needed just one hour and 22 minutes to secure the match. Her trademark served proved to be
a key weapon, resulting in 11 aces and connecting on 77.0 percent of her first serves compared to Bartoli’s clip of 46.0
percent.

Bartoli held early leads of 3-1 and 4-2 before Williams knotted the match at 4-4. Bartoli then managed to break
Williams’ serve and claim a 5-4 edge. That’s when Williams embarked on an eight-game run, closing out the first set 7-5
and jumping out to a 5-0 lead in the second frame.

After Bartoli held her serve to make it 5-1, Williams cranked home a service winner to close out the match.

With the victory, Williams’ ranking is projected to climb into the top-80 while she passed the $33 million career
mark in prize money.

Williams is the fifth different winner of the Bank of the West Classic over the last five years. Kim Clijsters was the
tournament’s most recent repeat champion (2005, 2006).

an [WLG event




